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TAGS: PFOR, FR, NI 

SUBJECT: ARIKPO VISIT TO FRANCE 

REF: LAGOS 10199 (NOTAL) 

1. COMMISSIONER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARIKPO RETURNED TO LAGOS 
NOVEMBER 13 AFTER THREE-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE 
ANTICIPATED REFTEL AND PRIVATE STAY IN LONDON THEREAFTER. 
ARIKPO TOLD FRENCH CHARGE AT AIRPORT HE WAS EXTREMELY 
PLEASED WITH VISIT. BUT MADE NO SUBSTANTIVE REMARKS EITHER 
TO CHARGE OR TO AIRPORT PRESS. 

2. VISIT HAS ATTRACTED REMARKABLY LITTLE ATTENTION HERE. 
PRESS CARRIED WIRE SERVICE REPORTS OF ARIKPO STATEMENTS 
IN FRANCE TO EFFECT THAT STRAINED RELATIONS OF CIVIL WAR 
PERIOD NOW RELEGATED TO PAST HISTORY, BUT HAS DONE NO 
FURTHER EDITORIALIZING. RADIO COMMENTARY EMPHASIZED THAT 
INITIATIVES FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS CAME FROM GOF SIDE AND 
CITED ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES TO FRANCE IN ITS CLOSE TIES TO 
NIGERIA. FOR NIGERIANS, COMMENTARY SUGGESTED, FMG EFFORTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 10535 141615Z 

PROMOTE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES WHICH 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

INCLUDES FRANCOPHONE NEIGHBORS MADE CORDIAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH FRANCE SEEM DESIRABLE. COMMENTARY CONCLUDED ON SELF- 
CONGRATULATORY NOTE THAT "RECIPROCAL GESTURE TO FRANCE" OF 
ARIKPO VISIT REPRESENTS "TRIUMPH OF REASON AND MATURITY IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS". 

3. LOW KEY TREATMENT OF ARIKPO VISIT SEEMINGLY 

REFLECTS COMMENT MADE TO FRENCH CHARGE BY NIGERIAN BUSINESSMAN 
WHO ASKED WHY FRANCE BOTHERED TO INVITE ARIKPO WHEN BEST 
WAY TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WAS TO SEND INVESTORS. 

REINHARDT 
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